
JERUSALEM
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During the reign of the kings of Judah in Jerusalem the city grew 
considerably and its neighborhoods included the western hill – the 
present-day location of Mt. Zion and the Jewish Quarter.  During the 
Second Temple period the “upper city” of Jerusalem was where the 
city’s dignitaries lived.  They built splendid homes and the remains 
of these structures fill us with wonder, even now, when we observe 
them two thousand years later.
The destruction of the Temple, the exile and the Roman and Byzantine 
rule brought with them a period of crisis and times when there were 
no Jews living in Jerusalem.  But with the Muslim conquest in 
the 7th century CE the Jews returned to Jerusalem.  The Crusader 
conquests in 1099 dealt a serious blow to the Jewish community 
in the city, and it was restored only at the end of the 12th century, 
with the return of the Muslim rulers to Jerusalem.  At first Jews lived 
on Mt. Zion, but beginning with the 14th century the Jews began to 
concentrate in the area that constitutes the present Jewish Quarter.
For the 400 years of Ottoman rule in Jerusalem there was a Jewish 
community living inside the walls of the Old City.  The community, 
which we call the “Old Yishuv,” was not a single, cohesive unit.  
Until the middle of the 19th century the community consisted 
mainly of Sephardic Jews, descendants of the exiles from Spain 
and others.  Beginning with the mid-18th century Ashkenazi Jews 
begin to settle in the city, but not for extended periods.  There 
were a few individuals who came to Israel gradually, or groups of 
Hassidim and Talmud scholars.  In 1721 Ashkenazi settlement in 
Jerusalem ceased, and was only renewed 90 years later.  In the 
19th century Jerusalem’s Jewish population grew significantly, and 
towards the end of the century Jews began an “exodus” from the
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walled city.  This chapter of history ends with the fall 
of the Jewish Quarter to the Jordanians in the War of 
Independence.  Following the Six Day War, with the 
reunification of Jerusalem in 1967, archaeological 
excavations were undertaken in the city.  These 
excavations revealed fascinating discoveries, 
evidence of Jewish life in various historical periods.  
Afterwards, the homes of the Jewish Quarter were 
refurbished and Jews are living here once again.
In this tour we will visit some of the ancient sites 
of Jerusalem:  synagogues, the courtyards and 
institutions of the “Old Yishuv” in the Jewish Quarter.  
The winding streets of the Quarter are lined with 
charitable and social institutions, houses of worship 
and remnants of the past that convey the hopes of 
so many Jews who left their homes and came to 
Jerusalem with a single prayer in their hearts, “If I 
forsake thee, O Jerusalem…”

King David’s Gate – Zion Gate 
The bullet holes we see on the façade of the gate are 
indicative of the battles that took place here during the 
War of Independence, at the end of which the Jewish 
Quarter fell into Jordanian hands.  
From 1948 until the Six Day War the border was 
here:  Mt. Zion was under Israeli control while the Old 
City was in Jordanian hands.  In Arabic the gate is 
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called Bab a-Nebi Daoud – the Gate of King David, 
because it connects the Old City with Mt. Zion which, 
according to Jewish, Muslim and Christian tradition, 
is the location of King David’s tomb.

Below us is Gan HaTekuma (Garden of Renewal) 
adjacent to the Old City walls.  The garden contains 
remains of one of the largest churches in Jerusalem 
from the Byzantine period (325-638), the Nea Church 
(Greek for “new”).
  

“From out of the depths…” – 
The Four Sephardic 
Synagogues 
Following the expulsion from Spain at the end of 
the 15th century, many Jews began to arrive in 
Jerusalem, but the Yochanan Ben Zakkai Synagogue 
was only established in the 17th century.  The other 
synagogues – “Eliahu Hanavi” (Elijah the Prophet), 
“HaEmtza’i” (the “middle” synagogue) and the 
“Istanbuli” (Istanbul) – were built alongside.  The four 
synagogues were built below street level, apparently 
due to the prohibition imposed by the Ottoman 
rulers against building houses of worship higher 
than mosques.  A community center has developed 
around the synagogues.  Since 1892 (5653) the 
Sephardic chief rabbi – the Rishon LeZion – has been 
inaugurated at the synagogue.  Near the window at the 

top of the southern wall, the synagogue’s “treasure” 
was hidden:  a shofar and an oil flask, which are said 
to be from the Temple.  At the End of Days, Elijah the 
Prophet will come and blow the shofar, and with the 
oil in the flask he will light the Eternal Flame on the 
Temple Mount.

Renewal and Comfort – 
Batei Mahse Square 
In 1860, when the crowding and lack of housing in 
Jerusalem reached crisis level, a neighborhood for 
the poor people of Jerusalem was built at the initiative 
of the Kollel Hod (Holland und Deutschland).  This 
Jewish organization, whose members were from 
Holland and Germany, built houses that could be 
leased at low cost, or even for free, in order to make 
it easy on the city’s scholars and poor.  The original 

Mishmarot 
HaKehuna St.
02-6280592
Sun.-Thurs. 
9:00-16:00, 
Fri. 9:00-13:00  
Entrance fee  
Recommended 
that you call 
ahead for 
reservations

batei mahse (sheltered housing) were built at the 
southern end of the square.  After several years the 
Rothschild Family erected another building for the 
same purpose, and it remains standing today on the 
western side of the square.  The crest of the Rothschild 
Family can still be seen on the building’s façade.  The 
apartments of the batei mahse were luxurious by the 
standards of the time, and families who lived there 
were considered very fortunate.

We enter through 
the gate and turn 
right.  

We proceed 
along Chabad 
Street and turn 
right, towards 
the far end of the 
Jewish Quarter 
parking lot.  At 
the end of the 
parking lot we 
turn left to reach 
the next site (see 
map).

We go back the 
way we came 
and turn left, onto 
the Street of the 
Trumpets (Rechov 
Ha-Khatzotzerot).  

Photo: John Phillips, 
from “Alone on the 
Walls” exhibit, courtesy 
of the Company for the 
Reconstruction and 
Development of the 
Jewish Quarter in the 
Old City of Jerusalem 
Ltd. 
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When the Jewish Quarter surrendered after the War of 
Independence the Quarter’s residents and defenders 
gathered in the square and from there exited through 
the Zion gate.  That was on Friday, May 28, 1948.  
The top floor of the building houses the offices of the 
Jewish Quarter Development and Reconstruction 
Company.

Days of Siege – 
The Monument 
During the War of Independence the Jewish Quarter was 
cut off from Jerusalem’s other Jewish neighborhoods 
and was under siege.  Since the Quarter’s residents 
could not leave the city to bury their dead on the Mount 
of Olives, they asked for permission to bury them 
inside the city.  On this site 48 of the Jewish Quarter’s 
residents and fighters were buried, including 10 year-
old Nissim Gini, the youngest IDF casualty, who took 
part in defending the Jewish Quarter.  Following the 
Six Day War the remains of these casualties were 
moved and reinterred in a mass grave on the Mount 
of Olives.

We pass by the Beit El Yeshivat HaMekubalim (Yeshiva 
of the Kabbalists), which was founded in Jerusalem by 
Rabbi Gedalia Hayon in 1733.  The original yeshiva 
building was damaged in the War of Independence, 
and the present building was constructed after the Six 
Day War.  Opposite us is the Hurva Synagogue, and 
next to it is the Ramban Synagogue.  Entrance to the 
synagogues is from HaYehudim Street (see map).

Marble columns and a 
beautiful dome – The Ramban 
Synagogue 
In 1267 Rabbi Moshe Ben Nachman (1194-1270), 
known as Nachmanides or the Ramban, visited 
Jerusalem, where he met only two Jews who worked 
as painters.  The Ramban was saddened at the sight 
of the devastated city and he described what he saw 
in a letter to his son:  “Great is the neglect and vast is 
the destruction… The entire Temple is utterly ruined, 
Jerusalem is thoroughly destroyed… And we found 
a house in ruins built with marble columns and a 
beautiful dome and we took it to the synagogue 
because the city is abandoned and anyone who 
wishes to take from the ruins can help himself.”  The 
Ramban Synagogue was apparently built on Mt. Zion, 
where the Jews of Jerusalem had lived previously, and 
was moved here when the Jews entered the Jewish 
Quarter in the 14th century.  For many years this 
was the only synagogue in the city, and it matches 
the description given by Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura 
(1440-1530) during his visit to Jerusalem in the 15th 
century:  “The synagogue in Jerusalem is built upon 
columns, and it is long and narrow and dark, and it 
has no light except from a single opening, and inside 
there is a water cistern.”  The synagogue was closed 
in 1589 by order of the Ottoman ruler, and reopened 
for prayer in 1967, on the 700th anniversary of the 
Ramban’s visit to Israel.

We exit through 
the narrow 
passageway 
to the right of 
the Rothschild 
building. 

We turn right onto 
Gilad Street, then 
turn right again 
onto Beit El Street. 
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From destruction to 
construction – The Hurva 
Synagogue 
On Wednesday, the first day of Cheshvan in the 
year 5461 (October 1700), Rabbi Yehuda the 
Chassid came to Jerusalem leading a group 
of his students.  They resided in the Ashkenazi 
area and planned to build a synagogue nearby.  
But on Shabbat Rabbi Yehuda fell ill, and on the 
following Monday, just a few days after his arrival 
in Jerusalem, he passed away.
His followers were left without a leader and 
without the donations that had been promised to 
their rabbi, but were slow in coming.  Although the 
followers did, in fact, complete the construction of 
the synagogue they were left in serious debt.  In 
1721 their Arab creditors stormed the courtyard 
and the synagogue, destroying them both.  The 
community members were forced to leave 
Jerusalem, and for 90 years the Ashkenazi Jews 
dared not show their faces in Jerusalem for fear 
that this would be detrimental to them.
Since that time the courtyard was known as the 
Hurva of Rabbi Yehuda HaChassid (i.e., “the ruin”).  
The debt was repaid only many years later, at the 
beginning of the 19th century.  In 1837 students 
of the G’ra (the Ga'on of Vilna) built the Menachem 
Zion synagogue in the courtyard, and in 1856, 
the main synagogue of the Perushim community 
(followers of the Vilna Ga’on) in Jerusalem was 
dedicated.  It was a large and impressive edifice, 
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known as Beis Ya’akov.  Despite the size and 
splendor of the building, the name “Hurva” stuck, 
as a reminder of the original destruction that took 
place at the site.
In May 1948 the synagogue was blown up by 
soldiers of the Arab Legion.  After the Six Day 
War the question of renovating and rebuilding the 
Hurva Synagogue was raised, but renovations 
began only 40 years after the city’s reunification.  
Today visitors can once again be impressed by the 
grandeur and power of the synagogue building.
We recommend visiting the Old Yishuv Court 
Museum (see map), which tells the story of the 
Jewish Quarter’s residents from the 16th century 
until the fall of the Jewish Quarter in 1948.  It is the 
story of vibrant and creative life under conditions of 
material deprivation, while living under foreign rule.

Shopping in Byzantine 
Jerusalem – the Cardo
We are walking upon the main street of Roman-
Byzantine Jerusalem.  The street runs north-south 
and is called the Cardo Maximus.  It was a broad 
street, 22 meters wide, with two rows of columns 
on either side and lined with small shops and 
stalls.  As we walk along the Cardo we can see the 

The Old Yishuv 
Court Museum
6 Ohr 
Hachayyim St.
02-6284636
Sun.-Thurs. 
10:00-17:00 
Fri. 10:00- 13:00 
Entrance fee

We return to 
HaYehudim Street 
and descend 
the stairs to the 
Cardo.
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original paving stones.  Inside a covered alley there 
is a mosaic map on the wall.  This is a reproduction 
of a section of the Madaba Map, which was part of 
a mosaic floor discovered in the 19th century at the 
Church of St. George in the city of Madaba (Medba) in 
Jordan.  The mosaic depicts the Holy Land, and gives 
us a rare glimpse of Byzantine Jerusalem during the 
6th century.  On the map we can clearly see the Cardo 
with its two rows of columns, the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher, the Nea Church, and many other structures.

 Farther along the Cardo is an exhibition 
entitled "Alone on the Walls", which presents the 
struggle of the Jewish Quarter during the War of 
Independence through rare documentary photos 
taken by the photographer John Philips.  The site also 
has a unique film that tells the story of the battle as 
it is etched in the memories of the Jewish Quarter’s 
defenders and its residents.

Against the Assyrian Army 
– the Broad Wall
In the archaeological excavations carried out 
following the Six Day War, a wall was discovered 
here that had been part of the city’s northern 
fortifications during the First Temple Period.  The 
wall was built during the reign of King Hezekiah 
who rebelled against the Assyrian Kingdom.  
Construction of the wall was carried out as part of 
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the king’s preparations for the siege by Senacherib the 
King of Assyria:  “And you numbered the houses of 
Jerusalem, and you broke down the houses to fortify 
the wall” (Isaiah, 22:10).  The remains of the houses 
upon which the wall was built can be seen beneath 
us, in the section to the west of the wall.

Journey to Biblical Jerusalem 
– Ariel, The Center for the 
History of First Temple 
Jerusalem, Yad Ben Zvi
Ariel is a visitor center that illustrates the sites and 
happenings of Jerusalem during biblical times.  There 
is a model that recreates the city at the end of the First 
Temple Period – houses, the walls, the king’s palaces 
and the Temple.  The institute presents a multimedia 
show entitled The Spirit of the Stone, which depicts the 
secret of the city’s magic during the times of the kings 
and prophets.
Opposite us, in the basement of the modern apartment 
building is the Israelite Tower, a fortification from the 
First Temple Period.  On this site archaeologists found 
three Babylonian arrowheads, testifying to the city’s 
destruction by the Babylonians in the 586 BCE.  The 
site is closed to visitors.

We exit the Cardo 
onto HaYehudim 
Street and turn left 
at the corner of 
HaYehudim and 
Plugat HaKotel 
streets.

We continue along 
Plugat HaKotel 
Street and turn 
right onto Bonei 
HaHoma Street.

www.ybz.org.il
Corner of Bonei 
HaHoma and 
Plugat HaKotel 
Streets
02-6286288
Sun.-Thurs. 
9:00-16:00
Entrance fee  
Guides at the 
site. Advance 
reservations 
recommended

We turn right onto 
Bonei HaHoma 
Street.  At the end 
of the street we 
turn left onto Tiferet 
Yisrael Street.  We 
ascend the stairs 
to the right and 
head towards 
the remains of 
the Tiferet Yisrael 
Synagogue.

www.rova-yehudi.org.il
The Cardo
02-6265902
Sun.-Thurs. 
9:00-17:00
Fri. 9:00-13:00
Entrance fee
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From glory to destruction – 
the Tiferet Yisrael Synagogue
The Tiferet Yisrael Synagogue (also known as the 
Nissan Beck Synagogue) was built by the Ashkenazi 
Hassidic community in the middle of the 19th century, 
and it is named for the Great Rabbi Yisrael of Radzine.  
For many years the synagogue remained without a 
dome.  In 1869 Emperor Franz Josef of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire visited the synagogue.  When he 
asked why the synagogue had no dome, he was told 
that the synagogue had doffed its hat in honor of the 
emperor.  Franz-Joseph was so impressed with the 
clever response that he donated the funds needed to 
finish building the synagogue dome.  Construction 
of the synagogue was completed in 1872 but it 
was destroyed by the Jordanians during the War of 
Independence.

The Herodian Quarter – 
Wohl Archaeological Museum
In the archaeological excavations carried out here 
following the Six Day War remains were found of 
opulent houses, including the Palatial Mansion, 
dating from the Herodian Period (about 2,000 years 
ago).  These houses apparently belonged to families 
of priests and they are designed in Roman-Hellenistic 
style with various Jewish touches.  Of particular note 
is a carving of a menorah that was found on one of 
the walls, the only evidence remaining from the days 
of the Temple.
Visitors may receive an audio guide free of charge for 
a self-guided tour of the museum.

Katros House – 
The Burnt House
These are the remains of a house that we destroyed 
when Jerusalem was captured and destroyed by the 
Romans. At the site there is an interesting multimedia 
presentation depicting the life of the Katros family, a 
family of wealthy priests, and the human and tragic 
drama that reflects the reality of life in Jerusalem 
during the Second Temple Period.

We turn to the 
right onto to 
the Street of the 
Karaites. 

1 Hakara’im St.
02-6265902
Sun.-Thurs. 
9:00-17:00
Fri. 9:00-13:00
Entrance fee


2 Tiferet Yisrael St.
02-6265902
Sun.-Thurs. 
9:00-17:00
Fri. 9:00-13:00  
Entrance feeֿ

We exit the museum 
and descend the 
steps towards the 
Western Wall.  
Those interested in 
visiting the Katros 
House – the Burnt 
House, should 
return to Tiferet 
Yisrael Street before 
going down towards 
the Western Wall. 
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www.rova-yehudi.org.il

www.rova-yehudi.org.il
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My heart is in the east – 
The Western Wall

We are looking towards the Temple Mount, the holiest 
site of the Jewish people.  Here, according to tradition, 
the world was created and this is where Abraham 
came to sacrifice Isaac.  It is here that King Solomon 
built the First Temple approximately 3,000 years ago, 
and where those returning to Zion from Babylon built 
the Second Temple.
During the 1st century BCE King Herod renovated the 
Second Temple.  The platform that Herod built atop the 
Temple Mount was surrounded by gigantic support 
walls.  The Western Wall is what remains from one of 
these support walls.  Its original height was about 30 
meters and it was about half a kilometer long.
In the 16th century the Western Wall was first used by 
Jews as a place of worship, a symbol of their longing 
and yearning for the Holy Temple.  In the years when 
Jerusalem was divided (1948-1967) visits to the 
Western Wall were prohibited.  Many Jews came 
to Mt. Zion, to King David’s Tomb (see the tour, 
“From Mt. Zion to the Jaffa Gate”) in order to look 
towards the Temple Mount from the rooftop – with the 
hope of some day returning to the Western Wall to 
pray.  Following the Six Day War masses of people 
thronged to the Wall, and today as well, thousands 
upon thousands of people visit the site, which has 
become a central focus for the Jewish people.
This is where we conclude our journey through the 
alleyways of the past in the Jewish Quarter.  Adjacent to 
the Western Wall are sites that reveal even more layers 
of Jerusalem’s history, and those who are interested 
can continue and visit them (see the tour, “Jerusalem 
in the First and Second Temple Periods”).

www.thekotel.org.il

Plugat HaKotel Road:  
Winter: Sun.-Thurs.,Fri. 7:00-17:00, Shabbat 7:00-19:00 
Summer: Sun.-Thurs., Fri. 8:00-18:00, Shabbat 8:00-22:00 

Tiferet Yisrael Street  
Winter: Sun.-Thurs. 7:00-19:00, Fri. 7:00-17:00 
Summer: Sun.-Thurs. 8:00-22:00, Fri. 8:00-18:00

Dung Gate- near the entrance to the Archaeological Park  
Winter: 7:00-17:00 
Summer: 8:00-18:00

REST ROOMS

Writing and editing: Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi

Photo: Michael Halpern
Historical photos courtesy of Shoshana and Asher Halevy Photo Archive for 
the History of Eretz Israel and Jerusalem, Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi, Michael Fried, 
Zev Vilnay and Haber Family Collections
Maps: Tour-Man.com, designed by Luda Goykhman
Project management: Iky Bar-Yosef, Tourism consultation & managing
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